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Safeguarding Update – August 2022  

 

Autumn Safeguarding Events 
 

LOUDfence  
Monday 3rd October – Sunday 9th October 2022 at Birmingham Cathedral 

LOUDfence is a visible display of support and solidarity with 
those affected by abuse. The vision of the LOUDfence 
movement is for every survivor and victim of abuse to have a 
voice and know that they are believed, heard and supported.  
People are invited to join in by tying a ribbon to the railings 
around the Cathedral in support of those affected by abuse, 
pausing to reflect, offer a prayer and make a resolution in 
solidarity with survivors.  Chaplains will be available 
throughout the event at the Cathedral for those who want to 
pray or talk about their experience. Visit the Cathedral, let 
people in your church community know about the event or if 
you want to hold your own LOUDfence event local contact the 
safeguarding team and find out more here 

 

Creating Communities of Recovery and Growth  
Thursday 6th October 2022 

 
Workshops led by Gillian Ahlgren, a 
professor in theology, specialising in 
developing tools from Christian spirituality 
for identity re-formation post-trauma. Book 
at enquiries@birminghamcathedral.com. 
10.30am - Informal conversation with 
trauma practitioners 
2.00pm – Workshop – recovery and growth 
after trauma  
 
 

Safeguarding Sunday 
Sunday 20th November 2022 

 
The registration page is now live for your church to register to 
take part and receive a FREE church resource pack. There is 
also a poster to download, print and put up in church. 
Safeguarding Sunday can be celebrated on any Sunday in 
autumn 2022 or early in 2023 if 20th November is not a 
convenient date for your church. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/loudfence/
https://survivorsvoices.org/loudfence/
mailto:enquiries@birminghamcathedral.com
https://thirtyoneeight.org/safeguardingsunday
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Domestic Abuse Awareness Month – 16 Days of Activism 
October 2022 

 
The Church of England is marking Domestic Abuse Awareness month this year with a series of short 
videos to raise awareness of the varied ways domestic abuse can happen and the impact it has on 
victims.  More details to follow in future updates.  
 
 

National survivor survey to inform Church's safeguarding work 

A vital national survey to understand how victims and survivors would like to be involved in the 
development and implementation of a Church of England survivor engagement framework, has been 
launched. This framework will set out how victims and survivors of abuse will inform the Church’s 
work to develop and improve safeguarding.  The anonymous survey will run for two months and is 
open to any victim or survivor who would like to engage with the Church to inform its work. 
Visit the CofE website for details. Please include this information in any parish communications.  
 
 

If I Told You What Would you Do? …  
 

 …. is a new initiative launched by CofE focused on survivors of 
church-based abuse and those who support them.  'If I Told You, 
What Would You Do?’ is a suite of accessible materials and 
resources, including a series of seven videos with more than 50 
people reading the words of survivors. The safeguarding team 
will be offering opportunities to view and engage with the new 
resources at deanery network events later in the year and at the 
annual safeguarding day on Saturday 4th February 2023.  
Safeguarding Co-ordinators will receive invitations to these 
events in the autumn.  

 

 

Position of Trust offences now include faith settings 
 
The Sexual Offences Act 2003 has been amended to include a new section 22A which expands 
“Position of Trust” offences to include anyone who is coaching, teaching, training, supervising or 
instructing in a sport or a religion. This is a move that the Church has been supporting and was one 
of the recommendations in the interim report from the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse,  
IICSA, in 2019, in its Anglican Church investigation. 
 
Welcoming the news, the Bishop of Bristol, Viv Faull deputy lead safeguarding bishop and co-chair of 
the All Party Parliamentary Group on safeguarding in faith settings said: “It was good to see such 
support for this across parliament and to have this additional legislative framework for the 
protection of young people in our faith communities.” 
  
For more information, please see the Government factsheet: 
Positions of trust: Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 factsheet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/3N71QS/
https://cofebirmingham.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d3bdc48a86214d2d6d15ba64&id=8f66ff3f06&e=2b9850c97d
https://cofebirmingham.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d3bdc48a86214d2d6d15ba64&id=747634e948&e=2b9850c97d
https://cofebirmingham.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d3bdc48a86214d2d6d15ba64&id=747634e948&e=2b9850c97d
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=030aca3093&e=381841e106
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=380a742b18&e=381841e106
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Safeguarding Training Update – August 2022 

 

Local Reports on the CofE Safeguarding Training Portal 
 

 
 
Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinators can now run reports to check if someone in their church has 
completed an online module.  
  
1. A parish volunteer / worker adds the email address of a local person to their online portal account 
giving them permission to see their training records 
 
➢ To set this up, login to your portal account; 
➢ Click on your name at the top right of the screen and select "Edit profile";  
➢ At the very bottom of the page is a field labelled '(optional) Allow a user with the following email 

address to look at my training record (eg. my Parish Safeguarding Officer)'. Enter the email 
address of the local person you want to see your training records 

 
This will be the email address of the person who keeps a record of safeguarding training in your church and 
they must also have an account on the portal - e.g. parish safeguarding co-ordinator, parish identity verifier, 

parish administrator. You may wish to set up an account with a generic email address for this purpose so that if 
a new person takes over keeping training records in the future, individuals don’t have to re-edit their profile. 

 
Someone creating a new account on the training portal can set this up at the point of registering an 
account. It can be updated at any time by users editing their profile as mentioned above. 
  
2. The local person runs a 'Local Report'  
 
➢ displays the name and e-mail address of anybody who has given you permission to view their 

training records;  
➢ shows the expiry date of any courses the volunteer/worker has successfully completed on the 

Training Portal; 
➢ if the expiry date has passed, then the date is printed in red; 
➢ if the course has been started but not completed, then #### is printed light grey; 
➢ search for a particular name by typing into the search box to the right of the report; 
➢ download the whole report as a spreadsheet. 
 
Please note that this report only displays training completed via the Training Portal, not via other 
means – i.e in-person or Zoom training sessions delivered by the diocesan safeguarding team.  
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Training opportunities provided by The Clewer Initiative 
 

 
Click here for training and development 
opportunities being offered this autumn by 
The Clewer Initiative on modern slavery and 
county lines for Parish Safeguarding Co-
ordinators and volunteers working in food 
banks or with refugees. 
 
 

 

 

Safeguarding Training for Church Wardens and PCC 
members 

 
Now is a good time to check that your new wardens and PCC members have completed their 
safeguarding training and existing PCC members and Wardens have renewed their training within 
the last three years.  Wardens and PCC members must complete core safeguarding training as soon 
as possible after election.  
 
Basic Awareness online at https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/  
Foundations online at https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/  
 
Check our website for details of in-person sessions this autumn. 
 
Church Wardens in a vacancy must also complete the Leadership Pathway – book here. 
 

https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=c6f4373739&e=381841e106
https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/
https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/
https://www.cofebirmingham.com/info-for-parishes/safeguarding/safeguarding-training/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/Cofebirmingham/LeadershipSafeguardingTrainingViaZoomPathways

